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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . Authorization for Examiner's Amendment was given by Faustino A. Lichauco in a 
telephone interview on 10-18-2006. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A testing system comprising: 

back-end software for interacting with a subject database application , wherein the 
back-end software includes instructions for causing creation of a test database using a 
particular subject database application , populating the test database with test data; 
comparing the test database with a copy of the test database by ascertaining 
instructions used for populating the test database with test data, and verifying the 
integrity of the copy of the test database on the basis of the populating instructions ; 
and 

a common user-interface for controlling the interaction of the back-end software with 
the subject database application, the user-interface being independent of the subject 
database application 

whereby the copy of the test database is verifiable while the test database is unavailable . 
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2. (Original) The testing system of claim 1, wherein the common user-interface comprises an 

API interface. 

3. (Original) The testing system of claim 2, wherein the API interface comprises a C language 

interface. 

4. (Original) The testing system of claim 1, wherein the common user-interface comprises a 

command line interface. 

5. (Original) The testing system of claim 1, wherein the common user-interface comprises a 

graphical-user interface. 

6. (Cancelled) Th e t e sting syst e m of claim 1, wh e r e in th e back e nd softwar e includ e s 

instructions for causing creation of a t e st databas e using a particular subj e ct database 
application. 

7. (Cancelled) Th e t e sting system of claim 6, wher e in th e back e nd softwar e includ e s 

instructions for populating th e t e st databas e with t e st data . 

8. (Currently Amended) The testing system of claim wherein the back-end software 

includes instructions for reading test data from [a] the test database. 

9. (Cancelled) Th e t es ting syst e m of claim 7, wh e r e in th e back e nd softwar e compris e s 

instruction s for comparing th e t e st databas e with a copy of th e t e st databas e . 

10. (Cancelled) Th e t e sting syst e m of claim 9, wh e r e in th e instructions for comparing th e t e st 

database compris e instructions for 

asc e rtaining instructions us e d for populating th e t e st databas e with t e st data, and 

v e rifying th e int e grity of th e copy of th e t e st databs e on th e basis of th e populating 
instructions, 



wh e r e by th e t e st databas e n ee d not b e availabl e to v e rify th e copy of th e test databas e, 
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11. (Currently Amended) The testing system of claim wherein the back-end software 

includes instructions for causing a selected portion of the test database to be compared 
with a copy of the test database. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for testing operation of a test subject with any one of a 

plurality of subject database applications, the method comprising: 

selecting a subject database application; 

providing back-end software for causing the test subject to interact with the selected 
subject database application , the back-end software including instructions for 
causing creation of a test database using a particular subject database application; 
instructions for populating the test database with test data; instructions for 
comparing the test database with a copy of the test database by ascertaining a 
procedure used for populating the test database with test data, and verifying the 
integrity of the copy of the test database on the basis of the procedure ; and 

providing a common user-interface for controlling the back-end software, the user- 
interface being independent of the selected subject database application. 

whereby the copy of the test database is verifiable while the test database is unavailable. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein providing a common user-interface comprises 

providing an API interface. 

14. (Original) The method of claim 13, wherein providing a common user-interface comprises 

providing a C language interface. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein providing a common user-interface comprises 

providing a command line interface. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein providing a common user-interface comprises 

providing a graphical-user interface. 
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17. (Cancelled) Tho method of claim 12, wh e rein providing th e back e nd softwar e compris e s 

providing instructions for causing cr e ation of a t e st databas e using a particular subject 
database application. 

18. (Cancelled) Tho m e thod of claim 17, wh e r e in providing th e back e nd softwar e compris e s 

providing instructions for populating th e t e st database with t e st data. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [47J12, wherein providing the back-end 

software comprises providing instructions for reading test data from a test database. 

20. (Cancelled) The m e thod of claim 1 8 , wherein providing th e back e nd softwar e compris e s 

providing instructions for comparing the t e st databas e with a copy of th e t e st databas e . 

21. (Cancelled) Th e m e thod of claim 20, wh e r e in providing instructions for comparing th e t est 

da tabas e with a copy of th e t e st databas e compris e s providing instructions f or 

asc e rtaining a proc e dur e us e d for populating th e test databas e with t e st data, and 
v e rifying th e integrity of th e copy of th e t e st databas e on th e basis of the proc edure? 
wher e by the copy of the test database is v e rifiabl e whil e th e t e st databas e is unavaila ble? 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [i*]12, wherein providing the back-end 

software comprises providing instructions for causing a selected portion of the test 
database to be compared with a copy of the test database. 

23. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium having encoded thereon software for 

causing a test subject to interact with [ on e of] a subject database application selected 
from a plurality of database applications, the software comprising: 

back-end software for causing the interaction of the test subject with the selected subject 
database application , the back-end software including instructions for causing 
creation of a test database using a particular subject database application; the 
instructions for causing creation of a test database including instructions for 
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populating the test database with test data, and instructions for comparing the test 
database with a copy of the test database, the instructions for comparing the test 
database with a copy of the test database including instructions for ascertaining a 
procedure used for populating the test database with test data, and for verifying the 
integrity of the copy of the test database on the basis of the identified procedure; and 

a common user-interface for controlling the interaction of any one of the back-end 
modules, the common user-interface being independent of the subject database 
application. 

whereby the copy of the test database is verifiable while the test database is unavailable. 

24. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the instructions for 

providing a common user-interface comprise instructions for providing an API interface. 

25. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 24, wherein the instructions for 

providing a common user-interface comprise instructions for providing a C language 
interface. 

26. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the instructions for 

providing a common user-interface comprise instructions for providing a command line 
interface. 

27. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 23, wherein the instructions for 

providing a common user-interface comprise instructions for providing a graphical-user 
interface. 

28. (Cancelled) Th e comput e r r e adabl e m e dium of claim 23, wher e in th e back e nd softwar e 

compris e s instructions for causing cr e ation of a t e st databas e using a particular subj e ct 
databas e application. 
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29. (Cancelled) Th e comput e r r e adabl e m e dium of claim 2 8 , wh e r e in the instructions for 

causing cr e ation of a t e st databas e compris e instructions for populating th e t e st databas e 
with t e st data. 

30. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 23 [28], wherein the back- 

end software comprises instructions for reading test data from a test database. 

31. (Cancelled) Th e comput e r - r e adabl e m e dium of claim 29, wh e r e in th e back e nd softwar e 

compris e s instructions for comparing th e t e st databas e with a copy of th e t e st databas e . 

32. (Cancelled) Th e comput e r r e adabl e m e dium of claim 31, wherein th e back e nd softwar e 

compris e s instructions for comparing th e t e st databas e with a copy of th e t e st databas e by 

asc e rtaining a proc e dur e us e d for populating th e t e st databas e with t e st data, and 

v e rifying the int e grity of th e copy of th e t e st databas e on th e basis of th e id e ntified 
proc e dur e , 

wh e r e by th e copy of th e t e st databas e is v e rifiabl e whil e t e st databas e is unavailabl e . 

33. (Currently Amended) The computer-readable medium of claim 23 [29], wherein the back- 

end software comprises instructions for providing instructions for causing a selected 
portion of the test database to be compared with a copy of the test database. 

34. (Currently Amended) A system for testing the interaction of a test subject with a subject 

database application, the system comprising: 

database specific back-end software for interacting with a database application, the 
back-end software including instructions for causing creation of a test database using 
a particular subject database application; the instructions for causing creation of a 
test database including instructions for populating the test database with test data, 
and instructions for comparing the test database with a copy of the test database, the 
instructions for comparing the test database with a copy of the test database 
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including instructions for ascertaining a procedure used for populating the test 
database with test data, and for verifying the integrity of the copy of the test 
database on the basis of the identified procedure; and 

database neutral front-end software for controlling the back-end software, the front-end 
software being independent of the subject database application. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Apu M. Mofiz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4080. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 
P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached at (571) 272-4146. The fax numbers for the 
group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-9600. 
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